Wild, Wild, West-side Tour
2nd Street / Dickerson

· Head west on 2nd and cross Keystone.  The building with the mansard roof immediately on your left is the infamous Steve’s Bathhouse.  On your right are the 2 cottages relocated to make way for the Ponte Vechio.  Both projects are now bank owned. 

· Next on your left are the Toscano townhouses.  Originally $400K+, now bank owned and selling under$200K.  Interesting data point for Holcomb lofts.

· Chism trailer park.  The City hates it, but it provides work force housing.

· Watch for Tessera Tile on your right, and check out the mosaic portrait of Clint Eastwood.

· Next up on your left is Upstream, AKA Rancho San Rafael on the River.  Not doing so well.
· Keep driving west to Oxbow Nature area.  A great place to visit.  Too bad about the fire last year.
· Circle around and back track.  Veer to the left on Chism and see some of the land Reno owns from the trench project.  Chism will dump you back on 2nd Street.  Turn left on 2nd, left on Keystone, and left (west) on W. 4th.  Now the real tour begins.

W. 4th Street Transit Corridor.

· Stop at Ben’s and pick up a 6 pack.  Continue west on 4th.

· On your left are a bunch of the orphan parcels from the trench that the city has been working on selling or leasing out.  On your right is the former Silver State Lodge site.  This was used as the staging site for the trench.  The 3rd Street / Trench redevelopment plan has this as high rise office or big box retail.  There is a bridge proposed from here to Oxbow, and continuing to Idlewild Park.  Interesting.

· Between this lot and Stoker (Mi Casa), behind the motel, is land owned by the Masonic Cemetery.  This was all being rezoned and annexed into Reno, but seems to be quiet for the time being.  The main part of the cemetery actually extends over a bridge to the north side of I-80, and there has been some development talk here, too.

· On your right as you approach Summit Ridge just past the auto wrecker, is a big site that was used as the concrete batch plant for the trench.  They have been grading for 2 years and are getting quite a large flat area up on top.  Don’t know what is planned.  Combine it with the wrecking yard, and it is pretty impressive.
· Just past Summit Ridge, take a right into the Point Nightclub  www.thepointniteclub.com.  I don’t know the story on this one, but it looks bizarre  as hell.  The motel renovation here is Kelly Rae’s 11 @ 4th, one of the early and better things she has done.
· Circle back and continue west on 4th.  Behind Washoe Grille and Johnny’s Ristorante Italiano (a great place) and including these places, all the land has been upzoned for the transit corridor.  Dense development on the horizon.

· Wildflower Village is our little taste of Soho.  The galleries are really pretty neat, and there are some extraordinary glass pieces (my passion).  The café does good, cheap lattes.

· Just past Wildflower, turn right on Twin Lakes.  You are not going to believe the world you are entering.  Most of this area has also been upzoned.  Continue on and you will actually come to the twin lakes.  Turn around at the bizarre multi-unit building on the left, and backtrack.  Go west on 4th and turn left (south) on McCarran, then right (west) on Mayberry.

Mayberry / Mikey’s World / Slightly Outside the Loop
· Mayberry Villas is an attempt by Homecrafters to do upscale retirement houses.  They are about 25% build, and had the sense to get to a quitting point and hold.  Listing in the low $500’s, and not selling like hotcakes.

· Mayberry Landing is the community center for this end of town.  It is quite delightful.  Walden’s is the HQ for all the weekend bikers.  All the land to the south has been reparcelled, and something will happen here. Be it residential or commercial.

· About a half mile west, turn left onto Canyon.  You have arrived at Mikey’s world!  Currently occupied by trucks staging a street paving project, this is the beginning of my project.  Pull over before you get to the bridge over Last Chance Ditch, and you will get a sense of the views.  Note the infamous derelict IHOP house.
· Go back to Mayberry, and continue west.  Everything on you left for the next ¾ mile is mine.  I have 2 lots on Mayberry before it necks down.  Most of the land is unbuildable, but as you come to Dorostkar Park, take a glance to your left.  At the bottom of the canyon at the rock pile, the land widens enough for a building site.  This is where my house goes.  Strange but incredible site.  The ditch runs all the way through my property.  How many other people do you know with a private ¾ mile rafting / tubing course?  You can do it nekkid! Maybe that will be out next RRB event.  When Mayberry turns right, veer left onto Aspen Glen.

· Aspen Glen is our 60’s throwback neighborhood populated by aging hippies, including the owner of Wildflower Village.  On your right you will see Diane’s notorious $800,000 barn.  Aspen Glen dead ends at a foot bridge.  This used to be a real bridge, but a truck carrying strawberries smacked into it and knocked it into the river.  What a mess!

· Backtrack, turn left back onto Mayberry, and continue to 4th Street.  On your right is Lavender Lane, probably the best little boutique in Reno.
More W. 4th Transit Corridor

· Take a left on 4th.  

· Sidetrip potential – Turn Left onto Woodland and check out the Patagonia outlet store.  On a busy day, the clientele are worth the trip – sprout eating hard bodies.  Or check out Mayberry Park, a major put-in zone for rafters and a great picnicing spot.

· After a bit of wasteland comes the rotting hulk of the River Inn.  It is still zoned for a major casino, and Reno is basing a lot of the Transit Corridor Plan on getting something major built here.  Don’t hold your breath – it’s been vacant 25 years or so.
